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1. Pursuantto theprovisionsof reference(a), Subject, hereinafterreferredto as Petitioner,
filed enclosure(1) with this Boardrequesting,in effect, that his recordbe correctedto show
that he wasdischargedfrom the U.S. Marine CorpsReserve(USMCR) for a reasonother
thanbeing found not physically qualifiedfor further service,so that he mayreenlist in the
USMCR.

2. TheBoard, consistingof Messrs.Bartlett, Ensleyand Schultz, reviewedPetitioner’s
allegationsof errorand injusticeon 19 August1999 and,pursuantto its regulations,
determinedthat the correctiveaction indicatedbelow should be takenon theavailable
evidenceof record. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Boardconsistedof the
enclosures,naval records,and applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

3. TheBoard, having reviewedall the factsof recordpertainingto Petitioner’sallegations
of error and injusticefinds as follows:

a. Beforeapplying to this Board,Petitionerexhaustedall administrativeremedies
availableunderexisting law and regulationswithin theDepartmentof the Navy.

b. Enclosure(1) was filed in a timely manner.

c. Petitionerwasplacedin a non-pay, temporarynot physically qualified status,in
1995 becauseof kneepain and swelling. Hewasdischargedfrom the USMCR on 6 January
1997, afterbeing found not physically qualified for retentionby the Chief, Bureauof
Medicine and Surgeryon 8 November1996, becauseof chronicpatellofemoralpain
syndrome,left knee.

d. Petitionerhassubmittedmedicalevidencewhich indicatesthat he had minimal
impairmentof the left kneeon 8 August1996, e.g.,he was running up to four miles per day
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without symptoms. Petitionerdisclosed,however,that he had pain with kneelingon his
knee,which might lastseveraldays. In theopinion of the civilian orthopedicsurgeonwho
examinedhim on that date,he was fit for full duty. On 13 January1999, he was found to
havea normalright knee,with no symptoms,and that had beenableto run up to 16 miles
without any swelling of the knee.

CONCLUSION:

Upon review and considerationof all the evidenceof record,andthe Board concludesthat
Petitioner’sdischargewasproper; however, in view of thesomewhatequivocalnatureof the
availablemedicalevidence,and Petitioner’sapparentfull recoveryfollwoing his discharge,
the Board concludesthat it would be in the interestof justiceto correct Petitioner’srecordto
showthat hewasdischargedby reasonof Secretarialauthority, vice by reasonof his lackof
physicalqualificationfor further servicein the USMCR.

RECOMMENDATION:

a. That Petitioner’snaval recordbe correctedto show that he wasdischargedfrom the

U.S. Marine CorpsReserveon 6 January1997by reasonof Secretarialauthority.

b. Thata copyof this Reportof Proceedingsbe filed in Petitioner’snaval record.

4. Pursuantto Section6(c) of the revisedProceduresof theBoard for Correctionof Naval
Records(32 Codeof FederalRegulations,Section723.6(c))it is certified that a quorumwas
presentat the Board’sreview and deliberations,and that the foregoingis a true and complete
recordof the Board’sproceedingsin the aboveentitled matter.

ROBERTD. ZSALMAN
Recorder

5. Pursuantto thedelegationof authority setout in Section6(e) of therevisedProcedures
of the Board for correctionof Naval Records(32 Codeof FederalRegulations,Section
723.6(e))and havingassuredcompliancewith its provisions, it is herebyannouncedthat the
foregoingcorrectiveaction, takenunder the authority of reference(a), hasbeenapprovedby
theBoard on behalfof the Secretaryof the Navy.
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